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Ot thn 108,580 pamsons released from
prisons in 11 States in 1683, representing
more than haif of all relessed State

©mers that year, an astimated 62.5%

reartested for a felony of serious

" ammeanar within 3 years., 48.8% weie
recomvicted, and 41.4% retumned to prisen
of jaii. Before their release from prisan,
the prisoners had been arrested and
charged with an average of more than 12
offenses each, neary two-thirds had been
arrested at least ance in the pestfora
viotent offense; and two-thirds had
previously been in jail or prison. By
yearend 1988 those prisoners who were
rearrested averaged an additional 4.8
new charges. An estimated 22.7% of al
prisoners were rearrested for a viotert
oftense within 3 years of their release.

These findings were based ona sample
of more than 16,000 released prisoners,

Few criminal justice issues have
matehed recidivism in stmng public
opinion and in engaging the attention
of eriminal justice professionals. This
report is the fourt B]JS study of
offenders reteased from prison and
their reinvolvement in crime.

The research reported hete repre-
sents the most ambitious of the
studies with data for a large sample of
releagees, representing more than
haif of all persens released from State
prisons in 1983, By finking Stata and
EBl criminakhistory records, the study
assermbles for the first time
comprehensive criminal-history data
hoth within and outside ihe States in

which the prisoners wefe released.

it provides the mast prects

of recidivism available among

prisoners of all ages and all types

of postrelease sypervision. \
t
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The Bureau gratefully acknowiedges
the contributian of the identificaton O+ ’
vision of the FBi and officiats of
coecions departments and criminak |
history repositories in Califomia,

Florida, inois, Michigan, winnesata,
New Jersey, New York, Nortd

Carofina, Ohio, Oregon, apd Texas.
“This cooperation of State and Federal
officiaks was viai to the success of \
this important research propect ‘l

Joseph M. Bessstie
Acting Director ‘

» An estimated 68,000 of the released.
prisoners were rearested and charged
with more than 328,000 new felonies and
serious misdemeanoss, including approxk

® Appmdmateh; £%%, of the prisoners had
been charged with 45 or mure of offenses
pefore and after their release from prison;
26% had been charged with at least 20

representing all those released from prison rmatety 50,000 violent offenses (of which offenses.
1+ 11 States during 1983. The 11 States 17,000 were robberies and 23,000 were
in the sample inciuded California, Flonida, assauits), more than from 141,000
linois, Michigan, Minnesota, New Jerssy, Property offenses (of which 38,000 wese
New York, North Caroling, Ohio, Qregon, burglaries), and 46,000 drug offenses.
and Texas. These Statss accounted for
-ore than 57% of af) State pnsoners
sleased in the Nation during the year.

» More than 1 of every g rearests
occurred in States other than the State
in which the prisuners were released.

» Recidivism rates wele highest in the {first
year —1 of 4 released prisaners were
rearrested in the first6 months and 20f &5~
within the first year after their release.

» Rocidivism rates were higher among
men, blacks, Hispanics, and persons
who had not compieted high school than
amaong wormeil, whites, non-Hispanics,

. _.aer findings from the survey include
and high school graduates.

the following.
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1ecidivism was inversely refated to the
e of the prisoner at time of release:
g ~id~rthe prisoner, the lower the rate
;Lo sm

ii
11 more extensive a prisoner's priof
rest racord, the higher the rate of
yadivism — aver 749% of those with 11
¢ mare prior amests were reamested,
smpared to 38% of the first-tirme

frenders,

The combinsation of 2 prisoner's age
/hen released and the number of prier
\dut aests was very strangty related to
ecidivisme an estimated 94.1% of prison-
ars age 18 to 24 with 11 ar more prior ar=
-pcts were rearrested within 3 years.

» Nore than 88% ol the prisoners neleased
for properily offenses were reamrested
within 3 yeals, compared £8.8% of

violent offenders, 54.8% of public-order of- '

tendars, and 50.4% of drug offenders,

» Approximately 40% of the rejeased

prisoners had previously sscaped from

custady, been absent without leave
). or had a prio¥ revocation of

! + o probation. An estimated 73%

or .ese prisoners were rearrested within

3 years of their release.

e The amount of time served in prison did
nct systematcally increase 2 prisonars
likelinood of rearmest. However, those
pnsoners who had served the iongest,
more than 5 years in prison, had lower
rates of rearrest than other offenders
during the followup period.

¢ Nuizosed prisonets were cften real-
cpeted for the same type of i 7o which
they had served fime in prison. Within 3
years, 31.9% of released hurglars were
rearrested for burgiary, 24,8% of drug
offenders were rearrested for a drug
offense; and 19.8% of Tobbars were
rearrested for robbery.

» Relcased rapists wefe 10.5 times more
ikely than nonrapists to be rearested for
“mog, and refeased murderers were about
[ mes mare fiaiy than other offenders to

-earrested for homicide. An estimated
, of reieased murderers were
reamested for homicide.

Table 1. Profie of prigoners released in
1963 and in 11-State recidivism study
Humbes of primonors
rolecsed in the 11 Slales 108 580

Porcont of 2X Slakes prBonet

Toleated in 4653, patoowdy 513%
S

Made T o411 %

Fermale LX)
Race

Yok 54.1 %

Bharck 454

Cther ]
Bhicity

Hispanic 121%

Mon-HEpans 879
Wiedian age when rotassed 27 yre.
Mot sarous offaoss

Vickend LR

Propacty 433

Drugps 85

Public-order Gd

COfhver 1.1
Medlan thne seved 14 mos.
Number of prior aric=$

Mow 84

Mbadian ) [
Prior i )

Yes 671 %

Ne ns

momaubmadmmaﬂmd1m.550pﬁp
mmmmmmlnﬂsmm

o Nearly 1in 3 released violent offenders
and 1 in 5 released property offenders

were amrested within 3 years for a viclent
erime following their release from prison.

Measuring recidivism

Criminal-history data for the sample of
relcased prisoners were obtained from the
criminal identification bureaus n the 11
participating States and from the Federal
Bureay of Investigadcn. Information was
collectd only on ‘elonies and serious
misdemeanots. These data included
iformation on arrests, prosecutions,
court appearances. and postsentencng
statutes, such &5 incarceration, probation,

and parole.

Additional infonmation on prisoners
released in 1983, including data on
demographic characteristics, sentencing,

time served, and postrelease supervision -

status, was collected from the depariment
of corrections in each State as part of 8J5'
annual Nation Corrections Reportng
Program (NCRP). (Seetable 1 fora UM~
mmary profile cf prisoners in the sample.)

Recidivism rates,

P.L3

as dafined here,

are estimztes of the percentages of
released prisoners who commit another o
fense. Estimates of recidivism vary with
the length of the followup period and the
measures selected. Three measures of
recidivism were emgloyed in this study’ &~
arrest, reconviction, and reincarceration.

Aoarrest refers to any arrest for a falony
or serious misdemeanor that was reported
to the State igentfication bureau orihe
FBI. Arrestdata were reported on fmgef-
print eards which the arresting agency had
submithed to the State criminal identifica-
tion buregu and fa the FBI.

Reconvictionrefers io a conviction on at
jegst one charge after the date of release
from prison. Data of recanvictions and
other dispositions wers reported by prose-
cutor's offices, courts, and correctional
agencies.

Relncarcesaiion refers ta (1) any rafum to
prison or (2) any admission to a local jai
with 2 sentence for a new offense. Data
on incamcerations were reported by
receiving agencies, typically State ¢t
Federat prisons and local jails.

In previous studies of recidivism,
criminologists mave concluded that in the
aggragate rearmrest is the most refiably
reported measure of recidivism.'

Although some rearested individuats may
pe innocent of the crime charged, Usm3
aniy reported convictions would understte
the true recidivism rates because not al
offenders are prosecuted or go tn triat
Parlees, for example, often do not face

_prosecution for a new offense, but with

their parole revoked they return to priscn
1o serve the balance of their senience.
Moreover, New convictions were the rrrost
underreported of the three measures.
Pata on convictions and other dispesiions
were not reported for approximatety 32%
of ali arrests in the crimmabhistory files.
Far some arrests that contained ne court
records, convictions were inferved frofm
srison adsmissions for a new sentence.
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! Tabte 2 Recidivism of State priconers Tabte 3. Number of arest charges -Prevalance of violencs among .
ratemsed in 1963, by tne after release for State prisoners reisasad in 1363, aﬁep-‘:nmrdmdln1m
Percent of rejeersed by type of charge : mmmﬂmmmmh
priscamors wito viele: Norbar of oo charges | 1983,anw§nmdmmbemanﬁed§f
Price 10 Allay redsrse badmhunnﬁnrmmstedawﬂmf
, Reamested Raconviced Remcarcarated Arerst olrge Tekase 198386 reiense for a victent offense
b. .ha 250%  113% 8.4% et 1333283 TS o ‘;*mm
{ yoar 393 na 185 Nakire : o
2 oo S5 i b Viclent sffaneas 24778 . 50,121 yiolnd recerd 2 vindert offerze
3 yeara .2} 48.8 1.4 Haomicra® 12,185 2282 Prior arreet chepe 2.1%
g:ph’m g522 1,451 o pe
Recidivism and time after relesse Cihet soxual hed when coieyed 36
pevoer 10,335 2628
Robbery Arest charge within
Within 3 years after their release from Assant :12 gg 2 yoars ader roleae 2.7
prison in 1983, an estimated 62 .5% of Catmt viclent 2,051 2178 Ever chemed 770
the released prisaners had been rear- Property offensa. §28.320 " qa1416 '
rested; 46.8% had been reconvicted; and : 184550 o
41.4% bad been reincarcerated (figure 1). | Larsayinett 199,450 51 268 Nearly 25% of the new charges were
Mot veivcks thedl 54,157 8,649 .

L . . Arsan 3294 847 for public-order offenses. Of the
Recidivism rates were the highest in the Fraud foapatd 2028 approimately 80 000 public-order
firstyear. Four of every 10 relessed Stoken Propady E0ET3 13738 offe :

; nses, 12,781 were weapans charges
prisoners were resmestad in the first year, Ohec praperty s 10288 and 15,385 were vio!ationsf;npmbsﬁon
neary 1 in 4 were convicted of 3 new Drug offewcses 140,581 483827 crpart;lra o flight ta avoid pmsecuﬁon-
crime: and nearly 1 in 5 were retumed 0. | Possevsion 60 438 20584
prison of sentta jail {t;bte 2)- Tmnffﬂhﬂmmm ’é;ﬁ 1:‘;?; About 14% of the new charges ware for

' , Public-ondsr drug offenses. Because sufficient detad
of a’lj those who were rpanested d.unng —— I, was not recorded for more than 40%
the 3-year foliowup periad, approximately ’ . . of the drug offenses. reliable estimates
two-thirds were arrested by the end ofthe Woapona e 2 ifferentiating the number of possession
first year. Of all thase reincarcerated, ikt 44082 15335 and trafficking charges could nat be made.
ly 45% were reincarcerated in the 'cl';'ff 1373:3322 ‘:ﬁ;
rear. xives ot 12587 111 The released priscners had been arresied
’ inhe past far more than 1.3 miilion
Voiume of crime Unknoem® 20,166 7843 offenses. Sefors their retease from prscn,
m:mmmannmm1m,sm ed with astmated
; mmmmﬁmmhﬂ they had been charg at:\
An estimated 87 898 of the 106,580 Bt i 1963 2vd who vara il aive 11 1687, 214,778 viclent cximes, including Mo
prisoners who wers released in 1883 were “Homioda inchrbes MuTie!, nonmagigent than 12,000 homicides, nesrly 8,000
. STkt er, ared nagﬂ;aﬂrru-:huqm', '

reammested and charged with 226, TAB MEW | “ininuown cherge laciuds thosa that couid nat rapes, 5,600 kidnapings, and 84,000
offenses by yearend 1986 (tabie 3). Mare | becomvaried t an NCRP ofars cods and robberies. When combined with ihe Aum-

than 50,000 of the new charges were cecnriled for each amest.
violent offenses, including 2.282
homicides, 1,451 kidnapings, 1,281 rapes,
2 626 other sexual assaults, 17,080

ber of new arrest charges, these released
prisaners had been arrested and charged

More than 40% of the new charges wer with approximately 1.7 million offemses, an

Those not coded beciuss onty 6 CIRIGEs wem

5.3 charges each sint® their
- for property offenses. The relessed average of 1
her assauils. ) .
robheries, and 22,633 ot prisaners ware rearested for an estimated first aduk arrest
cummiative percent of State prisoners 51!263-13"’&"1‘85-%'““33 burgiarizs, and e e -
rebegmed in 1983 who were renrestad, 20,233 fraud offenses.
recomacted, and reincarcerated,
by 6menth intacvals r
cumuisive percart Tebie 4. Total munber of arrest chargs among
109 | e, T , Sluie prisoness reteased in 1983 I —
sht Tdﬂ dm X ‘ : ‘
of gment charges’ relaneng DOIOHEES of el refearsad DrisoNers. of all aoal chBrge ___—
45 of moce 5.0 £0% 10.4%
sa-T-t Al 24 ®e
2554 a9z ne 418
20-24 77 ma FF ]
1518 1" w0 T8 i
10-14 171 - 55,4 849
59 w2 813 98.7
14 . 189 1000 1000
; Nota: porcont ray 1ot eid o 100% becauaa mwﬂmwmm19ﬁaﬂ
i Loty after reledsa from prson of munding. December 31, 1958
~Arvest crargs inchude (hose made prior i
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mall fraction of offenders were tespon-
efora dispropni’tirhnate number of
- ¢ 7 miflion charges. An estimated
’ L prisohers were charged with 46
i fenses each before and after
i ,.gase in 1983 (table 4). This group
high-ate offenders accounted for nearty
o5 of all arrest charges. offenders with
or more charges represented 18.6% of
offanders but accounted for 47.8% of all
arges. Released prisoners with fewer
an five arest charges, nowevet,
presentad 18.9% of gll prisoners
Ay 3.3% of tha arrest charges.

but

ercent of all arrests, 105388

yne way of measuring the yolume of crime
tributable to released prisoners is 10
wpress ina new charges as @ percentage
sf arrest charges recorded for all offenders
n the 11 States during the same time
pericd. Exactly comparable data on
arrests of all affenders, nowevst, do nat
exist. The Uniform Crime Reports {UCR),
collected annuatly by the Federal Bureay
of \nvestigation, record arests for all
o ers and classify the amests by the
. i 2rious charge. Not all offense
' res are compiled by the FBi, and
ge. .ons of same offenses differ from
those in this 11-State study. The offenses
that are comparable, the LUCR index
crimes, inelude murder and nonnegligent
mansiaughter, rage, rabbery, aggravated
aszault, purgiary, larceny, and motor
vehicle theft, inerefore, the number of
arrests of released prisoners for these
offenses can be compared to the total
numoer of arrests far lndex crimes.
(rverall, betwaen midyesr 4863 and year-
end 1988, prisoners released in 1983 -
accournted for 2.8% of the index crime
arrests in the 11 States (table §). The &~
rests of hese released prisoners com-
prised 3.9% of the Index cime amrests in
tne 6 manths after their release in 1983,
3.4% of the arrests in 1984, 268% in 1885,
and 2.1% in 1986. 1t should be noted that
by the end of the first year after retease
nearny 1 in 5 prisoners wad been reincar-
~rated and were not liable for rearrest,
d by the second yeaf nearly +in 3 had
an returmed ‘& prison of jail.

e e

P. 11
5 -
Tahie 5. Number of new arrest charges and comparicon with UCR Index
.crimen for State prisones rafeased In 1983, by year. 1063-98
Nusnber of wress . y
for UCR Indox Total number of Percomd
Hutoer of @i Anong arresis far indaex il gros
Yo 4  reased DisOnas. cimes in 11 for {ndex cramet |
Tols! 198166 2~ 26748 93,574 3508496 28% i
10827 a0 . i5484 #8215 a8 \
1984 101 924 30571 904,551 34 |
1985 85,613 s72 Q21877 26
1988 _ 52218 20537 1012353 (3 \
NdmsubmngofﬂnﬂvrdpddNWbamm Wm‘dvadtﬂtsnsﬁinmeﬁ !
of vouedifg. Mpanminﬂnw& 3
Atckies ordy aTest in tha Siata in wivch the Recidtrism System (HRRE} \
vt . For amests mudipie Wmmmlnuewaramwe .
mm.memmmusdmems . o {D rwatTet, the estimened .
!nﬂnmmnnrdumﬂmveweﬂﬂm mnmd!mmmfamﬁﬁ i
. rape, robbery. pasaul burgtary, veas divided £y 2. i
larcenty, and mulos vehics thelt. Arson wars exchided. "
_______—-—-—”
__.-.:——-——_-
TableG.Pmtofamndnmeaﬂesminﬂ States represented \
by Stste prisoners fsteased i 1063, by typeofanastdmggeandggr 'l
years of amrest
Reorrest chags, Tedad |
Index erimo 1083-36 4983 1884 1885 1985 {
mahseughtar 23% % 25% 2.0% 19% ‘\
Rape 18 32 24 5 1.1 |
Robbery &0 86 64 41 a7 :
Aggravated eweak 24 290 27 15 1.7 :
Burgteey AR 65 69 43 34 i
{srcanytheft 20 28 23 1B 15 |
Mator vehicks theft as 46 7 a3 23
M;memnWrﬁMnW:i Slates. Pemﬁfﬁ19&3madium
mrumoindax;:kmMPMm in hrpa;giﬂ}yaﬂgxposmmmmd.

1m.mmdmmmumwmawd
mmﬁlmmmﬁlmiﬂ

Eor the entire 3%z year period, the
percentage of UCR arests attributable to
these releasad prisoners was highest for
robbery (5.0%) and burgtary (4.8%) and
lowest for larceny (2.0%) and rape {1.8%)
(table €}. In 4084, the first full year after
release, these prsoners decounted foran
estinmated 8.4% of the amests for rabbery
and 5.9% for burglary.

Wikistate offendeis

The new offenses sreumred not only in
the States in which the priscners were
refeased from prison but in other States
as well. More than 1 of avery 8 rearrests
were made in St2ies other than the State
in which the prisoner was released. AR

estimated 5.5% oithe released pris
wale rearrested on

the 41

thoge in which they were releaged.
additionat 4.7% of the prisoners were
rearrested both in their State of rele
and in ancther State.

1f data on arrests had b
in the State of release,
most recidivism studies, the
wolld have

rest rate

gveralt

oners
ty in States other than

An

BEe

een restricted orly
which is typic:ai a!

reaf-

heen an estmated

57.0% rather than the actyal 62.68%. N
addition, the number of prior arrests would

have been unde

restimated: 28.5%

af the

prisoners nad been arrested in more than

one State inthe p&
all prior arrests had oecu

other than the

State of release ind

st, and nearly 13.0% of
rred in States

982.
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amographic characteristics
en were mare likely than women to be
¢ ¢ d, reconvicted, and reincarcer-
' _or thair release from prison
t.. /). The rate of rearest was 11
etcentage points higher among
ven than among woren.

Jacks had slightly higher recidiviem ratas
1an whites, approximately 5 to & percent-
ge points higher for gach measure. Re-
sased prisoners of Hispanic origin also
1ad recidivismn rates that were about 8
arcentage points higher than those
imohg non-Hispanics.

ecidivism was inversely related {0 the
age of the prisoner at the time of raleasa:
the alder the prisoner, the lower the rmte
of recidivism. More than 75% of those
age 17 or younger when released from
prison were reammested, compared to
40.3% of those age 45 or older. How-
ever, reamest rates declined by less than
§ percentage poimts ameng prisoners
between the age of 18 and 34. (Prisoners
in this age group comprised neary 80% ot
r ; ‘ereleasedin 1883.) The largest
' 48 in recidivism were found among
iers age 35 or older, but even those
age 45 or older had reawest ratas of 40%.

The amount of prior education was also re-
lated to recidivism among released
prisoners. Prisonsss who had graduated
from high schooi or had some college
education had somewhat lower rates of
rearrest, reconviction, and reincarceration
than those who failed to complete high
school.

Offense for which refeased

Prigoners released for property offenses
had higher recidivesm rates than those
released for violent, drug, of public-order
gffenzes (tabie 8). An estimated 88.1%
of the property offanders released in 1883
were rearrested within 3 years, compared
to 58.6% of tha viclent offenders, 54.6%
of the public-order offenders, and 50.4%
of the drug offenders. Property offenders
atso had higher rates of reconviction and
! sarceration than other types of
~=nders.

Prisoners who had served time for moter
vehicie theft had the pighest recidivism
rates of all types of offenders — 78.4%

P.1©
Table 7. Recidivism rates of Stats prizoners relsasad n 1963,
| by prisoner characteristics '
Percent of relosynd pronats
who within 3 yoers were: S
Permont of all
Prisoner characteristics redoaad priconers Naarvesied Recorriciad® Remcarcamtod”
Al releanad priconen 100.0% a25% 46.5% 41.4%
Sex .
Mo H.1% 83zZ% 413% 415%
Femsia 58 £ 3] nr 390
Raca
Whrikey Sd.1 58.7% 4 T% 38.0%
Bazkc 45.1 873 «as 453
Othar A 87 ;e 453
Eihnicity
Hispanic 121% 585% £2.4% 4T 0%
Non-Hispanic 8758 61T 4.0 DS
Age whers reloused
17 oF younges 5% T55% AR 50.6%
18-24 *»Bo &30 512 449
%29 %5 a0 488 432
034 177 a4 &78 &80
BT g3 s89 48 3as
4044 4.8 488 1 0.7
45 or cider ez 4032 886 257
Fducation
it grade o o 19.53% 61.9% 4G.0% A A%
Soms high uchool 450 5.1 58 408
High school graduds 5.3 Ly f<i: 7. so
Some college of more 68 519 Al 0.4

are bowed o0 1CB216MIWVM Mol enDUS
Mnmmmnm.PMdumu-

Sﬂﬂ%.agadmdmmfmﬂﬂ.mdm ard rencacetEied d2ta from Chlo. ]
for 48 8%, Subcaiegores My oot add o toted bcause i
of misawy duin, l
T@h&ﬂaddiviﬂ'ﬂrﬂuafstﬁ:epmnmramedin1m E
by most serio mcﬁumfurwhidam '
Peroen of redeaaed prinona t
who within 3 years wera: |
Mozt sacous offenss Petoent of all '
for which released rolewred pimonos._Revresiod  Recomviied” Rearareerzied l
AX offorses 100.0% 625% 8% 41.4% “
Vickent offorsos 2U45% RNE% 419% 6.5% !
Whrder” A1 £2.1 22 208 .
Nexphaom reanwyrior 14 &5 e 218
Kidnaping 8 545 BT 33
Rape 2.1 s WA 3
Other eamunl gxsaol 2.4 479 28 244
Robbery 18T 5.0 453 2
Anaa ik 54 602 404 n?
Chher viclerit A 0.1 32 31A
-Pmpuﬂy offonscs 483% &% Lol TR
Burptary =8 296 546 B4
Lememytheft 12 873 522 )
Mokor vehick thafl 28 T8A 6.1 518
Arson Vi 653 ams 23
Fraud 85 18] £7.3 £33
Stolen property 17 674 &4 8 505
e progeety B 541 73 I
Drug ufTanses 95% s04% }B3% 0%
Pogpeason 12 [~ $:1 402 3;.;
Trafficking 48 515 U5
Otherusrspacified 39 453 M5 4
Public-ordar offaoses 4% 54 5% 415% 34.7%
Waapoime 22 35 ABT 384
Probation/parole viokations 42 428 =9 10
Cthar offamees 1.1% TE8% £29% =
e, « -
mmmammmmm comnicted e arm bawed on

EJGBmﬂnﬂ.dﬂddnmmm

exciudad. .
anqumﬁmmi________r—

ey



"AUG-21-1997 15:S3:

P. a2
sble 0. Rearrest rates of State priconers reisazsd in 1983,
ymodaeﬁousaﬂmmrdemanddumaarm I
Paroort of privoners reamesdad wilon 3 yoars ol talecoe
ot mo sedous offenas ot tne of relsans W I
Violant offense Propacty offeano
i ' Total Mo
s ak P —r Drog  Publo-orser
‘et est cheme offeness  Total_ besder flape  Robbery  Aswaul Torad Bumglary  thed thalt Fraud afersa  ofoose
Al chamges azs%h S96% 41% 515%  66.0% gp2% SB41%  E95%  67I% A% I% TN s4.5%
flotent offenoa o7 204% 216% 275% 3% 315% 197% 205% 195% % 115% 122% 19.3% i
Homecida® 18 23 .1 22 28 - 17 1.1 1. A 1.4 14 3 & “
Raps 4 1.7 h . 77 14 T 42 5 T A a A A 4
Robbesy 89 $4.1 70 85 196 a1 a4 9.1 a7 128 5 42 58 \
Aseault 12.56 157 105 107 153 219 111 119 103 13.1 69 78 12.4
Propecty offenzes B7%R 32.1% 18E% se0% a8o% IBE% A% S04% 505% SATR  4T4%  28% 82%
Burghary 1.4 1286 GA 12.7 154 10.7 292 313 17.5 n7 182 82 03
Larceny/thet 212 163 TA 74 210 144 272 253 s 263 250 122 148 ‘
Motor vehicla thefl 55 40 25 7 50 37 12 80 8z 186 51 21 a7 |
Fraud 85 42 3 18 55 29 85 80 8.7 a5 2186 43 5.7 \
Dryg offenzes 166% 148% 81% 113%  180%  138%  182%  ATT% 15.1% 17.4%  1AE%  248% 14.0% \
Pubc-ardef offenses  ZHI% 0% 192% nI%  2O% woyn  WNO% Rk N05% Po%e A% DI% ne
Musrber of ‘g
releqeed prisonere. 108216 %78 3258 2214 19815 G156 S22 21416 16 L7eS spnm 10104 4___6_{-‘_-‘5__ i
~ioia, Tha remBricx Kr each pemant & the mumbet o ofiaree, Dol ey nat 50d to toals e TAGRQeN Manalaugiter. \
:dmwhamm.wlh : baumlmmmba.wredadm Ww,mmmm. !
W-hmmmmedfummw moee tan one typa of crape. and peghgent mearsaghiar. :
_4_,_—"'-__-
were reatrested, 58.19% reconvicted, and Teble 10, Refative ilkeiihood of rearrest for rape. Prisoners who had served tme
54 8% reincarcerated. Other relassed for a charge similar to (versus differert {or other sexual assaults were 7.5 imes

. . . i L from) {he releass charge amang State
prisoners with relatively high recidivism prisomers el n 1983 by charge
Ralalive

r / cluded those classified as "others”

more likely than those who had not served
fime for sexual assault to be arrested for

. arily juvenile-status offendess and Hcoiiood a new sexual assault. Those released
 cified felons (76.8%), burgiars Besmestcharge . of marest_____ | after serving time for murder of nonnegit-
(65.8%), those released for possession or Vicled offsases 19 gent mansiaughter were neary S times
sale of stolen property (87.9%), larcenists Homicide’ 49 more likety than other prisoners to be
(67.3%), and robbers (88.0%). Those Rapa _ 105 reafrested for homicide.
. . Other sl a3yt 7%
released for murder or for negiigent man- Rebbery 25
glaughter had the jawest rates of recidi- Azsatrt 21 Despite the tendency of released prisoners
vism (42.1% and 42 5%, reapecﬁvely). Property offervass 25 to be rearrested for the sams type Gf. crime
Burgiacy a0 for which they were released from prisen.
Rearrest offense Lamamthe?t o 21 they were often rearrested for other cNmMes
Motor veticié meft 42 as well. Neariy a fifth of the released
Released prsoners were often rearrested ;:; propar ;ﬁ property and public-order offenders wefe
{or the same type of crime for which they Deug 18 cearrested for violent cimes during the
nad servad fime in prison (table 8). For - ’ foliowup period (table ). Released
axamole, an estimated 33.5% of relaased | Pubfic-osdu offer?s 14 | propertyoffenders wers, however, much
larcenists, mare than any other group, Mo, P mmwm& et ore likely than violent offenders ta be
were rearrested for another {arceny. The chorgs among prisoner reieasad ot the same rearregted for a property offense (49.8%
same pattem was cpserved fof every mm%mmmd re | compared 10 32,1%). Except for released
other type of offender. Thus, ralgased & ciGeront type of Giferse. Encit F%O EXrmSAES murderers, 20% or more of each type of
murderers were more fikely than other ‘;':’,.:2 dﬂm‘mu ke :‘ml"“ released prisoner wer subSeque_mﬂY
prizoners o be rearrested for a new amoog thooe mivased N 1 diffareat type of amested at laast once for 3 pubhcrcrder
homicide (6.6%), released rapists wers offencze. crime.
more likely than other prisoners to be
rearrested for rape (7 79%), released assault, homicide, of fraud and towest
¢/ persto be rearrested for robbery amony those cefeased for public-order of -
. 4.6%), and so forth. drug offenses {table 10). Released rap-
ists wera 10.5 imes more likeiy than nor-
11.c relative likelinood of reart est for rapists to have 2 subsequent amest

a similar crime was highest amang
prisoners released for rape, saxusl
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Jumber of prior arrests

2ecidivisim rates were strongly related to
he niamber of prior adult arrests: the more
£ | ieaprisoner's prior atresi record,
/( ‘her the rate of rearrest after release
e, prisan (table 11). Prisoners with 2
greater number of prior aduit arrests were
also amested mare quickly than those with
fewer prior adult arrests. Morecver,
regardless of how lang priseners stayed
away from reammest following iheir release,
those with longer priar records had higher
rates of reamest in subsequent ime
periods than those with shorter records.

More than a quarter of all prisoners
released in 1983 had 41 or more prior
adult arrests. (An adult amrestis one that
occured when the individual was of aduit
age, as defined by State law, or when the
individual was a juvenile but charged o
tried in court as an adutt) Nearly 75%
of the prisoners with 11 to 15 prior amests
and 82.2% of those with 16 or mare priof
arrests were arested again following their
release from prison. Approxmately three-
quarters of those rearested who had 11
of mare prior arrests were rearrested

1 the firsk year,

" antrast, among those prisoners who
had one previous armest (8.1% of all
released prisoners), approximately 38.1%
were rearnested within 3 years. Nearly half
of those rearrested among prisoners with
ane prior adutt arrest were reamested
within the first year.

mnuﬁivcp.w\tofsﬁ-pubomrm
htmmmmﬂdwm&mdmﬂ
2dult erwstt, by 124month inbarviis

e 2

P.28
Tnbleﬂ.nennestmtasofa:tnpﬁson&smedmim B
by number of prior aduit arrests ‘

. Percent of eaawes
wiho yrete:

Huamber of adul arresn Partem of
Do 10 [eloweo® all pndmusRs Wathin 3 yesm Whthin 1 ywar

Al rebsed prizonam 100.0% Q% " 03%
1 prios e 81 M| 190
4 108 82 M5
3 108 4.7 0.1
4 a7 LR x5
[ (1] 93 34
6 8 645 2
7-10 188 Lo gy 429
1115 RLE-] 748 533
18 or moce 14.0 22 615
mmmmmm1mm ik 1 Of A 6ge, o defnad by
m{nﬂmwvaﬁ:ﬁammm Stk ke, ¢ whi) the individunl i a
of pior adudl eeresds. pnuiom‘iduwdaiidhm
“An schilt sores is ona thel occuty whan an = w7 adUll.

The percents of those reamested among beqinning of the pericd, were highest in

released prisoners were systematicaly -
related to the extensiveness of the prior
records. For each 3-month interval during
the followup period, the cumulative
percent of those rearested was higher for
persons with more priof aduk armests
(figure 2). Within the first 6 months, for
example, released prisoners with 11 of
miore prier amrests were neaty 4 times
mora fikely than those with 1 prior arrest
and more than twice as Hkely as those
with 2 or 3 prior arrests to have been
rearrested for a new offense.

Failure rates, defined as the number
rearrested within 8 3-month period divided
by the number not yet rearmested at the

the first several months following release
from prisen (table 12). Failure rates in the
firet 3 months after release were moie
than 3 mes higher thvan those inthe last 3
manths of the foliewup periad {14.2%
compared to 4.5%). In addition, in almost
every 3-month pericd thase prisoners with
longer amest records had higher faiure
rates. Even after 33 months, prisoners
with 11 or more prior arrests were mOre
than twice as likely as those with 1 prior
amest to be rearested within the next 3
months (7.0% compared to 2.8%).

mummmm:umn

Tsbla 12. Three-manth fallure rates of State prisoaers relamsad in 1953,
by the number of prior adult roarests
OX i prisoners nat previously —
reprnaiad for the (itet time during amch; J-month
- : pearind afer releave, by munbes of edor Ireds
Tore period Ak macstd 9 33 = AL 7-10 1 or mors
afier (eenaa  pIECOET? mresl wTwsts preeis et
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» pumber of pn'qr arrests remained Table 13. Rearrest rams of State prisoners reteasad in 1963,

trong predictor of recidhvism among by number of prior adult aests, sex. and foce or ethnict

sased prisoners for both mates and ' pereent of Stats priovers whoesed n 1583,

;| »reach race or ethnic group. who v roanuied (IS YN é_i_w

¢ Mage groups {tables 13 and 14). | Numberof prior Ve non-  Black no-

.. bach sex and racial category, the adul arrest Ma  Formis  Hepawo Macons T

rcent reaested among released A reioasad prisoness s32%  619% sath  6Ta%  634%

woners increasad with the number of 4 prioe amost 20 5% 21.4% MA% 45.1% £.9%

or adult arests, The percentage 23 25 218 443 582 53

- 48 61.1 4T 548 64,1 Y

arrested was slightly lower among 7410 o 615 @2 &0 76 678

spanics with 7 to 10 pnor arresis than 11 or rare ™0 185 nz 814 845 .
os8 with 4 to 6 prior amests, but the Number of peisonets 01902 83R2 wans  ATEsA 134T :
flerence was not statistically significant. TToo fow 3309 of other raca o el Groupe Cated 10 provide ralbie oxtmatet.

fthin each prior arrest group, recidivism Table 14. R | of Stato prisanars released in 1353, ]

ttes varied by sex, race, etfnicty, and by aga =t fime of relesse and number of prior edull TS,

ge. Except for prisoners with 7 10 10 Poroorm o Sizin priconent rEiased In 1853, wio

rior arrests, men had higher rates of et roarrostad wihin 3 yoars. by ane o relexio

sarest than women. Black prisoners had N o eoinaze O e 1824 =29 o B e
parrest rates that were 8 %0 14 percentage | sE%  E8.0% 5% 0% % ars
joints higher than those for whites, de- pessone ' ’
;ending on the nurmber of prior amesis. ;g"'m % g';"’ ﬁi" 2;2"% Sam &:’

1
sispanic prisoners, who could be whiteor | 46 - g g 10 g a4
shack, aiso had rates higher than those for 710 - 819 s o s o ‘-1
ron-Hispanic whites within every category armos - 1 \
of priar arests. Netrmbios of friscners 523 e 28712 19581 10,063 ez |

Noia: Cases with myssing catm on the pumber o 14w Caset 0 provede a rulbiy i
i , af peior sduit arTests of 59 i (e of releges eImaAtes.
Within each prior arrest category, clder ware excludad. \
[fors had lower rates of rearrest than -
er prisoners. Released prisoners Table 15, Rearrest rakes of State prisoners relessed in 1983,
v.. .adocne prior adult amest and were byageatﬂrﬂaduttanunendnumbu of prior adult arest, .
aga 35 or oider had the lawest recidivism Peccent of Sl prisoners rieicd la 1?@“ \
: . were roareeind vitan 3 et
rates of all prisoners: 6.8% of those 2ge N of ol ____’___—!Eﬁ—t’-f—‘“"—-_"/m pde oD l
3510 39 and 12.1% of those age 40 of arTest TOF 10 reeass younger _ 1824 20-24 2529 ¢f oider
older were rearrested within 3 years. in At rokoared prisoners T2a%  GEA% 55.1% W% 2EE%
contrast, an estimated g4.1% of the
: 1 prior ares eso%  S35% NE® 155% 15.1%
released prisoners who weare 8ge 18to 24 23"" 2.1 =5 46.4 x5 2.6
and who had 41 or more prior amrests were 4-5 5.8 §12 51 454 2.4
rearrested during the followt riod T8 - 3 o =l oy ply
g p pefnes. 11 oc rwe m7 198 714 £09 o5
: 3 T B 22470 8es3 4763
Age at first adult arrest Number of priscrer w7 B8
) Percont of el risased prisoners BI% B3% 204% a2% 44%
The, age gt which a reloased prisonarivas i G v reaaing Gt on e nurmia o pror ad i
frst aested and charged as an adult was | mwmaﬁua&nmmunmm@d. . .

inversaly related to mcidiviem: the

younger the age at first arest, the higher  Bacause records of arrest and prosecution Age at first adult arrest and recidivism

the rate of recidivism (table 15). An esti- of lLIVB'I"IIIeS were not reported inState or - wera related mgard[gss of tha number of
mated 72.2% of the prisoners first arrested  Federal criminal fles, uniess the offender prior arrests. Within aimost every cate-
pefore the age of 18 were rearrested was charged or tried in court as an _qut.  gary of prior arrests. the older the prison-
within 3 years of their release, compared  ap gxgct maasure of the ags at fst arest  ers had been when first amrested, the jower
o 39.2% of those first arrested between was not avaisble- Nevertheless, more ihe rate of rearrest follewing their relgase

age 25 and 28 and 26.6% of those first than 1 of every 4 released prisoners in from priscn. Ameng prisoners with one
arrasted at age 30 or oider. _ 1883 had a record of an arrest before they priot arrest, those first amested at 2g® 17
fous studies have found 8 sifrdlariy wers 18 years oid. it should be noted that  of younger were about 4.3 imes Mo
ong relationship between the age at some arrests may have occured in States  likely to be reamested than these first
5 a criminal career began and the In which the age of maiority is under 18. arrested at age 30 or older. Amaong ﬂ"°5$7
probability of recidivism.’ with 11 oy more prior arrests. nose ag¢

s . ‘ or youngef when first - rrested were neary
ol o Unoversie o 3 : 1.3 times more likely than those age 30 of
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ider to be rearrested. Overall, both age
1 first adutt arrest and the number of priof
rrests were refated to the iikelihood of
g~/ " among prisoners released in

2"'\__,
.ength and intensity of prior record

Me length of & prisoner's criminal histary,
fefined as the tima between the first aduft
arrest and mast recent prison admission
srior to release in 1983, was also
associated with recidivism (table 16). An
estirnated 51% of the priseners who had
been arestad for the first time in the year
pefore their most recent admission to
prison were rearrested within 3 years,
compared to 82% ar more reamested
among prisoners with longer criminal
histories.

The intensity of prior record rather than
length, however, was more strongly '
associated with the likelihood of a
prisoner’s reamrest. Prisoners with & large
number of prior arrests in a short period
of fime were more likely to De rearested
than those with fewer prior amests in a
jm~--e pefiod of ime. Within afmost every
© | [est category, the longer the

. doftime over which the prior amests
occumed, the lower the percemiage rear-
rested among released prisoners. Among
prisoners with two or three prior amests,
far example, nearly 58% of those with 2
criminat history of a year or [ess were
rearrested, compared to 28% of those with
a criminal history of over 10 years.

Time served In prison

The amount of ime served by prisoners
__on their most recesit offerse nefere

their release i 1983 was not associated
wilh an increased likedlhood of their
rearrest (table 17). Only the prisoners
who had served the longest, the asfimated
4.1% who had been in prfson for mora
than 5 years, had lower rates of rearrest
during the 3-year followup pericd. An
estirated 48.3% of those who had served
mare than 5 years in prison were
rearested, compared to 59,0% of mare

- **nose who had served less time.

P.95
Tabie 16. Raarrest raies of Slabe prisoners releaved in 1083,
g byl of criminad hi and mumber of privy aduk amests.

Percant of Sisls prisoners resened n-1963, who were

rewntehid within 3 Yo, by bength of cririnal hiswry®
Nutnbor of adult 12 morntte  13-24 . 2560 61-120 Morw than
giveat prior D reisano oriewts monthe mootis ok 120 montits
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1 prior oirett . 300%  I15% -38.1% 25% -
23 &g 517 26 x4 220
45 s ™Mo ] 558 4.5
710 - Y I T2 548
11 or morm - - e 22 .<¥:} 5.7
Nasnber of prizonecs 18521 9,778 437 =T 31544
Percont of ol
relossad (ristotls - 155% 0% 20.7% LBA% 26.1%

ote: Cvmom vt g Ciatit on the aumbe of prior
mumdmd&m,mddmammm-
rkston bolons rakacne in 1553 wers axchuded,
.Too fow caoes o provide reiable estmeses.

WdQﬂdMBMﬂuw
demﬂuﬁimmb
the most recent Bmission (0 plison before 10
Tammm it 1963,

Tuble {7. Rearrasi rtes of State prisonars
released In 1963. by time served in peisan |
" -Parcani ol

pritohHes
[ ]

Percont  within 3 yearx

Time verved of all st fOloWING 2

in prison rolcucns _ ANet foioees |
4 montte o ewe 14.5%- &1 2%
7-12 7.7 548
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1924 128 G456
2530 a3 60.7
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eneral, despite controls for the effects

rior record, age when released, age at

prio* grrest, and type of offense for

¢ | ised, no relahonship was found
U acidivism and length of time

v. "« prison (table 18] within each of

groups considered, differences in the
fihood of rearrest among those who
ved varying amounts of time I prison
re inconsistent and often statistically
ignificant. Though prisoners who had
ved more than 5 years had lower rates
rearrast, in order ta make reliable
mparisons, they were grouped with all
sse who had served more than 3 years.

sgardless of the fength of time prisoners
d served, the number of prior arrests,

je when released, and age whan first ar-
sted as an adult remained strong predic-
rs or recidivism, Further, with the
cception of prisoners who had served
etween 18 months and 24 months, re-
«ased property offenders had higher rates
f rearrest than vielent offenders. in every
ategory of tima served, released drug of-
snders had the lowest rates of rearrest.

- © saracteristics of prior record

>. .iolent arrests

=gcidivism reles were refated to the
prevaiencs of violence In the prior record
{table 19). A estimated 52.1% of sil
prisoners released in 1683 had been
arrested for a vialent crime before the
crime for which they were released in
1983, Regardiess of the offense category
tor which they were reieased, priscners
with a prior arest for a viclent offensé had
a greater likeiihood of rearrest than other
_ralagsad prisoners. More than §85 of
those with & prior viclent arrest, comparad
to 56.2% of other prisoners, wele
rearrested within 3 years of their retease.

Prior incarceration

Approximately 2 of avery 3 reieased
prisoners had previously been incarcef~
aded in prison or jil for a crirne other
than the one for which they had served
;  andwers then raieased in 1683,
. .est rates among prisoners wha had
‘ncarcerated before their most recent
a0....35100 10 prison were nearty 20
percantage pomts higher than the raies
armoeng prisoners who had been  incarcer-
gted forthe firsttime.

P.OS

Tabla 18. Rearrest rates of State prisoners released In 1983,

E:ﬁmnsarwadinm' nandsdﬂ:mﬂdmmdﬂlsﬁc! _
Percam of Siale reloazed n 1553, who were i
:mwsﬂﬂw_———-—— '

Emonda 712 1318 1024 2536 37 montm \
or loos montits montis months moatirs OF TS

Hamber of poor ‘

aduil srresis

1 mreat 3IW2% 42.9% 40.7% 415% 42.7% 25.6%

23 470 533 12 82 E5.4 4S5

46 €03 €24 8.1 8.7 882 83 |

70 785 732 9.8 ©=.3 03 B4 6 \

11 o¢ more a1z 2.7 520 785 753 nt

Aga whan relapase |1

18 o youngar T28% T2.6% BlA% a8.0% - - i
2024 67 651 sy ns Y gt |
25.20 0.x =4 5.1 g2 o) 25 |
W24 81.1 &30 £98 g7.8 ens 8.5 |
3% o oldar 512 439 BZ.0 475 453 415 ‘

Agu nt first edut arrest

17 ar yourger TBER  T15% T7E% T88% 70.7% 65 2%
1819 .1 700 682 83.1 847 65.0 \
20-24 55.1 6.1 522 02 B2 PYY
2529 07 “n 40.1 382 259 18.1 i
20 o oider 305 185 02 216 274 12.8 \
Mo serious oifense i
at releaan \
T Vickar 84.1% 615% &0.0% £8.5% 58.7% 38% |
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Table 19. Rearrest rates of Qate prisoners in 1563, by most sevious offermae
at refease and selected eraracteristics of prior record

Pmdsmwwmadbnm.andmmed

wi:hh:ixmg!wmdwm i -

offeres &t reienss

e e e —

Chamdlorisics Pecem i A Publc- ‘\
of prior record af rek Viownt Property  Drugs order |
Al reieased priseners oo0%  829% BO6%  68.a% £0.4% £4.5% *l
Priar arrest or a }
violont crima . ‘
Tos 52.1 B3 B35 TSB 84.4 59.1 :
No - 473 582 53.1 61.8 A s
Prics moarcerstion
Yes 871 9.1 &73 T2.7 2.8 517
Mo 28 01 478 56.7 .2 458
of probeton o ¥ ST
Yes ~ 399 7T 703 78 . 878 &3
No 521 555 54.5 812 413 44.4
Prics srest for
u drog offonse”
Yenm arse 2.6 a1 53 532 £5.1
No 624 588 5.2 64.2 400 84

Nntn:Pemu'd:aialm_xsmtnmdm1m.saﬂ
wn'qhhdmmh.nimwhmﬁ

who survived 10 1987,
ok SECRPS, , ebsent without teave,
mdpuub.nwﬂdwv retoass, furiough,

8t
mmwmmdpmmm.mﬂﬂhmm \

‘mm:rm'tmoﬂmm_
retmesed i & GUG offenan wera codad 0"
m\msmpdwmm.




ALG-21-1937 15:S8

rior escape or revocation

\imost 40% of all prisoners released in
1923 had at some time n their past

- |from custody, been absent

i, #leave (AWOL)or had a prior paroie
ar sentence to probation formally revoked.
Approximately 73.1% of such prisoners
werte rearrested within 3-years followup
period. Depending an the fype of ima
for which they had served time in prison,
these prisoners had rearrest rates that
were about 15 to 28 percentage points
higher than the rates among prisaners
with no prior revocation or histery of
ascape or AWOL,

priar amrest for a drug cffense

Based on the most serious offense &t
their release, an sstimated 8.5% of all
prisoners had served time for a drug
offense. Howaver, this figure under
estimates the extant of prior drug amests
among these prisoners. Nearly 38% of al
released prisoners either had previously
peen arrested for a dnug offense or had
been incarcerated for drugs in conjunction
with a mare sedous offense bafore their
' ein 1883,

£, ooners with one or more prior drug
arrests wers more fikely than those without
a prior drug arrest to be rearrested within
the 3-year followup period (68.6% com-
pared to 5B.B%). In rddition, within each
offerse category for which prisoners were
released, a prior drug arrest was
associated with a higher rate of reamest

The relative effect of ssiected
risk factors -

Numerous factors have been found 1o be'
retated ta the likeiihood of rearrest, These
factors wera considered independenty.
With the exception of controls for ihe
number of prior adult arrests and mest
serious offerse for which released, the
retationships among these risk factors and
their relative contribution {0 the likelihood
of rearrest have not been examined.

To avoid misinterpretation of the
¢ fings, the impact of each risk factor
.uld be evaluated relative i that of
__ar factors. Such a multifactor
exarnination might or might not reveal,

for instance, that the higher rate of rear-
rest among certain types of proparty of-
fenders than amang viclent cflenders and
drug offenders is the result of differences
in the criminal histories or age composition
of these offender groups rather than any
uniqua attributes of the property offenders.
In addition, the numbers of prior amests, a
prior revocation or escape, a prior incar-
eeration, a pricr arrest for a viclent of-
fense, or a prior drug amest may not be
uniquely related to the ikelhood of rear-
rest. The effect of these factors may

" overiap, and some effects may be more

Imponant than others.

Logtt analysis separates the effects of the
risk faciors by simultanecusty controliing
for the relationship between each factor
and the likelihood of rearrest. In logit
equations, one variable is considered
dependent upon variation induced by

. others. The odds of rearrest (that Is, the

retio of the number rearrested to the
number not rearrested) for sach
combination of categories among risk
factors is s multiplicative function of the ef-
fects of these factors. When transformed
by logarithis, the effects of these factars
are additive.’

Eight of nine risk factors examined hers
have independent net effects on the odds
of rearresi (fable 20). The langth of
criminal history has no siatisticaity
significant effect, primarily due to its close
relationship to age when released and
number of pricr arrests. The effects of the
remaining eight factors are reponted in
descending oraer of their overall net
impact age when released is found fo
have the largest impact, followed by the
number of prior aests, prior escape of
Vv it SEOUS offense, prior
incarcaratian, age at first aest, prior
viclent arrest, and priof drug arrest. The
effects of age at first arest, prior arrest
for a violent offense, and prior drug arrest,
though statistically significant, are
refatively weak (adding between 0.5%
and 1.5 to the averall R to the data) and
may be exciuded from the final equation.

The estimated effects, of lagit coefficients,

show mare precisely the magnitude and
direction of the effect that each category
For an akaboration of logt in pa wall o3 Sthes
Iachmapes, sseG.E e . Tha Analys
s (Crambrvige.

(e s-Clammws : Prems,
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hood of rearrest, A positive coefficient
implies an increats in the predicted
logarithm of the odds {or !og odds) of
(earest: a negative coefficient implies 2
decrease. The contribution to the pre~

dicted log odds of reamest by prisoners

who were age 24 or younger (.721 )is
larger than that by those with 7 or more
prior arrests (694), which in tum is 1argef

of remmesin.
wmmdmmmmumd
the crss-ciasmiication of Ttk
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n that by those with a prior ascape of
peation (.224), these released after
~ving time for a high-risk offense (.178),
R with a prior incarceratian (175},
't gether the coefficients imply that
lviauzais with all five of the high-cisk
aracteristics have more than a 10-to-1
ds of rearrest To calculate these odds
actly, the coefficient for the overall level
rgarrest and for each category are
ymmed {for example, .721 + .684 +
24 + 178 + .175 + .317 (a constant} =
309). The inverse of the natural loga-
hrn of this sum provides an estimate of
o odds, or 10.084 to 1. In terms of the
-edicted percent rearrested, these odds
apiy that 80.4% of the prisoners with
iese five charagteristics will be
iarrasted within 3 years.

‘stimates for relessed prisoners with
ther combinations of these five fisk
setors may alzo be computed. individuals
At the lowest risk of reamest, for in-
tance, are those who are age 35 or alder,
vho had three or fewer prior arrests, who
\ave no prior escaps or revocation, who
iorved tims for a low-risk offenss, and who
+ | been previously incarcerated. The

{  ted odds of rearrest for this low-risk
Jreop is 20801, or 17.1%. The odds of
rearrest for prisoners with other combina-
dons of risk factars will vary befween
17.49 and 80.4%.

The finding reveals that the odds of
rearrest are predictable from esch of the
five factors. However, the finding do not
suggest that the risk factors exciuded from
the equation are efther statistically or
substantivety insignificant. Each is
stratigly reiated to the likelihaed of rearest
but also related o one or mare oftna
factors in the final equation. Age st first
amest, for instanca, is miated to both
current age and the number of prior amrest
No atternpt has been to specily furtherthe
relationships among these factors. The fi-
nal equation simpty idantifies the factor
with the largest net effect on amests.

Overall, these findings should not be used
+~ —mdict the future behavior of any indk-
i however, they may be used o
‘et the likelihoad of rearrest for specific
y. % cfreieased prisoners that are
identified by particular characternstics.
When imterpreting these finding, the

difference batween risk assessment and
the pradiction of individual behavior must
be-kept in mind,* The statistical test of the
fnal equstion was not based on the
prospective number of "right” or” wrong™
predictions from the classification of
individuais on thesa characteristics. The
equation merety provides an asgessment
of risk posed by relegsed prisoners with
specific chamcteristics.

Methodology
Sample description

A sampie of prisoners released in 1883
was obtained from records submitted

by participating Stetes in the National
Gorrections Reporting Program (NCRF).
Individual comections records were linked
with records of ammests and prosecutions
(rap sheets) maintsined by the criminal

" . identification bureaus in the 11 States,

Rap sheet data on offenders who were
arrested in more than one State were
abtained from the Federal Bureau of
Investigation.

The States represented in the sampla
wera Califomia, Florida, llfinais, Michigan,
Minnesota, New Jarsey, New York, Nerth
Carolina, Ohio, Oregen, and Texas.

State and Federai rap sheets were found
for 16,355 of the 18,374 prisoners in the
ariginal sample. Excluding the 158
prisoners wha died during the follavup
period, completa records were obtmined
for 90% of the original sample. Most of
the sampled prisoners with incomplete
records did not have an FBI identification
number in their corrections record of oft
the State rap sheet. Without this numbar,
FHi fap sheets coukd Nt be-chtained
There was no evidence of any systsmatic
difference between thoss persons with
complete records and those |acking either
& Stste or FBI rap shest.

Findings in this study are representative of
an estimated 108,580 prisoners who were
reteazed in the 19 States and who were
alive in 1887. Only released prisoners

with sentences to Staw prison of greater .

than 1 year are included. Administrative
reteases, prisoners who were absent

‘S LY. Shannon, btk Asmnasareni v, Fead
Trust, '.hnﬂdWGM(hm
1385) 12155188

" without leave (AWOL), escapee: o

F'_;B3

fers, rsleases on appeal, and those it
dled in prison are excluded from the
sample.

A separate, self-representing sampie

of male and femnale prisoners was drawn
within each of the participating States, &x-
oept Minnescta, in which a released pris-
oners were selected.. Within each

gender group in the 10 sampled States.
prisoners were grouped into 24 strata that
were defined by categories of race, age,
and type of oifanse.  Prisaners weie
selected systematically from each st
to yield Independent samples of mailes
and females within each State.

To adjust for differences in the

sampling rate among State and far
differences among sirata in the coverage
of rap sheets, a series of welghts were
intoduced. The weights were applied 50
that individuals in esch State and stratum
wem properiy reprecented in the
combined 11-Stste sample.

Comparison with the 1883 NCRP

Eight of the 11 selected Ststes, exciuding
Florida, New Jersey, and New York, were
among the 26 States participating in the
1883 National Comections Reporting
Program. Released prisoners in the 11
States closely resembled all those
reparted in the NCRP (Appendix table}
The sex, race, age, and offense
disiributions were nearly identical in both
groups of States. A slightiy higher
percentage of prisoners in the NCRP
States than in the 11-State sample had
served 8 months or less before their
release in 1983 (16.8% compared to

14 BOGN  Hownvian, e diference may
refiect longer time sarved by prisoners in
Florida, New Jersey, and New Yark rather
than sampling eiror.

Precision of the sample

Overall, the 5% confidence interval for
the percent of al released prisoners

who were rearrested within 3 years
(62.5%) was approximataly plus of mRnus
"4 percentage point The precision of other
estirrrates varied by item, size of the

estimate, and sampls size for each groug.
The precision of estimates of the percarnt

rearrested based on 1,000 sampled




AUG-21-1997 15:48.
risoners, for example, varied between

1% and 3.5%, depending on the percent
parrested. : '

1/ 1l details on the sampling

. res and precision of the sample
. ./ailable upon request. Unlass
therwise notad, differences cited in the
ext between groups of released at the
¥5% confidence lavel

Coverage of criminal-history files

Criminak-histary information maintained
by the State identification bureaus and the
FBl includes ali felonies and serious
misdemeancrs. These fies exciude
arrests and court actions, involving
charges such as drunkenness, vagrancy,
disturbing the peacs, curfew viglation,
loftering, false fire alarms, unspecified
charges of suspician or investigatian, and
traffic violations (except mansiaughter, -
driving under the influence of drugs of
fiquor, and hit and-iun, which are included
in the files).

Information on offenses committed by
jvenile offenders is not reported in the rap

- unless the offender was charged or
. .; court as an aduit. Consequenty,
u Lures presented in this report referto
adult arests only.

Armrests for serious offenses are not
afways recorded in the crirninal-history
files, largely becauze of the absence of
readable fingerprint cards. To comect for
this underreporting, incarceration recards
facking prior arrest records ware counted
as arrests in the caiculation of rearrest
rates, tme to first rearrest, and the
numbet of priar adult arests.

Offenses

' The offenses reported in the eriminal-

history files were recodsd following
definitions outiined in &/5 Crime
Defintions, which is avallable upon
request For each amestinthe filas, the
totai number of charges and counts was
recorded. However, the type of charge,
disposttion, and senenca were coded on
a maximum of six charges per arrest  For
prisoners released in 1883 after serving
time In prison for more than one offense,

- the offense with the longest sentence was

[ Bureau of Justice Statistics 5, =i .-

‘Jacob Perez provided statisticat

- Regional Justice infarmation Service

Reparts are prepared principally by
BJS staff. Allen J. Beckand Bemard
£ Shipley wrote this report. it was
adited by Thomas Hester. John
Qawson, Christopher innes, and

Dorothea Proctor assisted In survey
productian. Mariyn Marbrook.
publications unit chied, administered
report production, assisted by Sophie
Bowen, Jeanne Hamiy, Yvonne
Shisids, and Jayne Pugh. The

{REJIS) of St. Louts, Missour,
pracessed the data, '
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Tha Assistant Attomey Ganeral,
Office of Justice Programs, coardi-
pates the activities of the following
program offices and bureaus: the
Bureau of Justice Statistics, National
Institute of Justice, Bureau of Justice
Assistance, Office of Juvenile Justice
and Dalinquency Prevention, and the

Office for Victims of Crime. |

dafined as the most serous.
Appendix table. Compasisan of 1{-Siate
sampie with 25 Rates in the 1903 National
Corrections Repariing Progrem (NCRF),
by chamcieristics of relested priconers
Percont of 3k prisohes
relepgnd in 1583
Seleciad 14-Stcheé .20 Gluins
oharsateri=ztic wTipie in NCRP
Snr .
Maie 84.1°% N2%
Farmpie LS} 68
Racs
Wil Bd1% S42%
Black 5.1 4.8
Cther B 10
Age
17 or younger 5% =%
24 . »Bo 4
2829 %5 85
W4 1.7 111
BN $3 s
4044 4B 49
48 or okder 82 a3
Mosl serious offenss
for which reieens
Violont A% 5%
Progerty @3 510
Drugs 85 22
Pubic-crder a4 29
Other 1.1 13
Thne waved in pomoa
before relsoas*
£ monthe or kees. 14.5% 18.5%
7-12 T 73
1313 %3 13
N3] I 11 L. 12
2-30 a3 ke
a8 £2 50
70 90 20
#1 montha or oM 4.4 48
Numibis of teleated
prisaoem® 108,580 120358
Purowrt of ot roweted
Slate priscnss,
naliornwide 573% 2%
oot Data incioe only those prinanar who bed
mwmtwwmmm
from comactionel cusiody i1 1903, Adminfstrative
roiannon, AWOLY, sscipees, Tancier, misesas on
bppeal, and death were
*Banad tn firml-reloeses orry.
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